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goes ahead, after a government-commissioned study found the seabed contained the world's largest unexplored oil and gas reserves. A report by the International Energy Agency (IEA) says the seabed may have around 81bn barrels of oil – 12bn barrels more than all the known reserves found in the US. "The discovery of

large reserves of oil and gas resources in the Gulf of Guinea has the potential to trigger a new wave of climate-changing emissions, accelerate deforestation, threaten the survival of iconic marine species, and undermine the livelihoods of thousands of coastal residents," said John Sauven, executive director of Greenpeace UK.
"The rush to exploit oil and gas reserves in the Gulf of Guinea must be stopped." The IEA warned a further oil spill such as that of 2010's Deepwater Horizon disaster off the US coast could trigger a chain of events that would imperil the entire ecosystem. The 2010 BP spill, the biggest ever seen, released up to 252m barrels of
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